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1 . IN PAST FEW DAYS WE HAVE HAD EURTHER SCA INQUIRIES 
ABOUT BARRACCA'S PLANS. ACCORDINGLY, IN AN EFEORT 
TO CALM THIS GROWING EGYPTIAN RESTIVENESS, A/DCM 
AND I CALLED TODAY ON SCA DIRECTOR MASHHOUR. USING 
POSITION PAPER WHICH ATHERTON HAD LEFT WITH ME, 

1 EXPLAINED THAT WE ARE CURRENTLY EINALIZING 
ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE U.S. NAVY UNDERTAKE RESPONSIBILITY 
EOR THE PEREORMANCE OE THE SALVAGE JOB AND SUB- 
CONTRACTING MOST OE THE WORK TO MURPHY PACIEIC. I 
RECALLED AN EARLIER SCA INDICATION THAT IT WOULD 
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MUCH PREEER TO HAVE THE US NAVY ASSUME SUCH 
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RESPONSIBILITY AND STRESSED THAT OUR PRESENT THINKING 
IS CONSISTENT WITH THAT DESIRE. IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE 
EOR BARRACCA TO COME UNTIL THESE ARRANGEMENTS HAVE 
BEEN CONCLUDED. 

2. I ADDED THAT ONCE THIS TAKES PLACE, WE WOULD 
ACTIVATE THE US NAVY HEAVY LILT CRAET NOW IN 
SUBIC BAY AND BEGIN TOWING THEM TO THE CANAL. 
DEPENDING UPON THEIR DEPARTURE DATE, THEY WOULD 
PROBABLY NOT ARRIVE UNTIL JULY. HOWEVER, WE WOULD 
PLAN TO BEGIN A DIVING SURVEY OE THE VESSELS ABOUT 

10 DAYS OR SO ALTER THE AEOREMENTIONED ARRANGEMENTS 
HAVE BEEN FINALIZED. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, EXPLOSIVE 
CUTTING WORK TO REMOVE SUPERSTRUCTURES 
OF SUNKEN VESSELS SHOULD BE ABLE TO BEGIN. I WAS 
AWARE THAT SCA GENERALLY AND MASHHOUR SPECIFICALLY 
HAVE BEEN UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE WITHIN THE GOE TO BEGIN 
SALVAGE WORK, AND I HOPED THAT THE INFORMATION I 
WAS NOW GIVING HIM WOULD BE HELPFUL IN EASING THAT 
PRESSURE. 

3. MASHHOUR WAS MOST APPRECIATIVE AND EXPRESSED 
HIS THANKS TO USG FOR ITS HELP. HE HAD RECENTLY 
RECEIVED MESSAGE FROM WASHINGTON SAYING BARRACCA 
HAD CALLED ON GHORBAL THREE DAYS AGO. BARRACCA 
ALLEGEDLY TOLD GHORBAL THAT US NAVY WOULD ASSUME 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SALVAGE AND THAT AS SOON AS A 
PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION HAS BEEN MADE, WHICH WAS 
EXPECTED SHORTLY, SALVAGE WORK COULD BEGIN. 

MASHHOUR SAID SCA DIVERS AND OTHER ASSETS WOULD BE 
AVAILABLE TO ASSIST IN SALVAGE WORK. 

4. MASHHOUR ALSO EXPRESSED HIS PLEASURE AT NIMBUS 
STAR OPERATION AND THE PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE 
SHOWN BY US PERSONNEL INVOLVED THEREIN. I TOLD 
MASHHOUR THAT NIMBUS STAR REPRESENTS NOT ONLY A 
PRACTICAL EFFORT ON OUR PART TO BE OF HELP TO EGYPT, 

BUT ALSO SYMBOLIZES THE ABILITY OF OUR TWO GOVERN- 
MENTS TO WORK IN CLOSE COOPERATION. 
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5. COMMENT: TRUST I HAVE AT LEAST TEMPORARILY 
ALLAYED MASHHOUR'S AND GOE'S MISGIVINGS 
OVER DELAY IN INITIATING SALVAGE PROIECT. 

HOWEVER, THE SOONER WE CAN TELL HIM WE ARE NOW 
PROCEEDING AND WHEN BARRACCA OR USN PERSONNEL ARE 
ARRIVING, THE BETTER IT WILL BE. 

EILTS 
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